Immediate shrinkage of optociliary shunt vessels after fractionated external beam radiation for meningioma of the optic nerve sheath.
Fractionated stereotactic radiation has become the standard treatment of meningioma of the optic nerve sheath. The mechanism responsible for improvement in visual function is unclear, because neuroimaging after treatment usually shows no discernable change in tumor appearance. We report immediate regression of optociliary shunt vessels in a patient after radiation treatment of an optic nerve sheath meningioma. This observation indicates that radiation treatment can cause rapid reduction of optic nerve compression, even without appreciable reduction in the size of the meningioma.